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Summary: What does it mean that Jesus is King of Kings and Lord of Lords? It's not just a title. It's a powerful description of Who Jesus is and what He means to us.

Intro:  You’ll notice that we have a Christian and an American flag. According to my research, the American flag on church stages became a prominent feature somewhere around WWI. And it especially came into prominence during WWII when the flag was flown on stage to help people remember those who died in the war. Tomorrow is Memorial Day and so it is fitting for us to remember. So what I want you to do this morning is to stand with me and recite the pledge of allegiance. It’s on the screen:
“I Pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America
And to the Republic for which it stands.
One nation, under God, indivisible.
With liberty and justice for all.”
	To pledge Allegiance is to make a Declaration of Loyalty to someone or something. I came across another pledge of allegiance, not to an earthly nation, but to the Kingdom of God. I’m putting it up on the screen and invite you to stand and recite it with me.
“I pledge allegiance to the Lamb, the only begotten Son of God.
He is the Messiah, the Lord of Lords, the King of Kings.
He is Immanuel, God with us. He is Jesus.
He is omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent and yet He is in my heart.
He is the Lion and the Lamb.
I pledge allegiance to my Savior, Jesus. The great I AM.
I pledge allegiance to the Lamb.
That is where my loyalty lies.
Jesus is my Lord and King…
And more than that, He’s my Lord of Lords and King of Kings.”
	Now, you can be a Christian and not be an American. You did know that didn’t you? You can be from Australia, South Africa, France, China, Russia – any number of nations across the globe – and still be a Christian.
	And you can be an American and not say the pledge of allegiance to the flag. That annoys me a lot when folks refuse to do that… but they DON’T have to.
	So you can be a Christian and not be an American. And you can still be an American and not say the pledge of allegiance. 
	But you cannot be a Christian if you do NOT pledge your allegiance to Jesus. If your loyalty is not with Jesus… you’re not a Christian.
	Jesus said: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. NO ONE comes to the Father EXCEPT THROUGH ME.” John 14:6
	If Jesus is NOT our Lord and King we could go to church all day long, every day of the week, and I would seriously question your salvation.
	And, when Jesus comes again, it will be as THE King of Kings and Lord of Lords.
	Revelation 19:16 tells us “On his robe and on his thigh He has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.”
	Now, what does it mean that He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords?
	Well, let’s start with defining what it means for Jesus to be our King.
	What does a King do? A King RULES. He COMMANDS.  He is to be OBEYED.
	In John 14:23 Jesus said “If anyone loves me, he will KEEP MY WORD, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.”
	And in 1 John 3:24 we’re told “Whoever KEEPS HIS COMMANDMENTS abides in him, and He in them...”
	In John 3:36 we read:  “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever DOES NOT OBEY the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”
	So – because Jesus is King - He has the right to command our obedience.
· If we keep his commands we show that we love Him.
· If we keep His commands He promises to abide in us.
· BUT if we do not obey the commands of our King… we will not see life.
	That’s pretty serious stuff. So what are these commands of our king?
	Well the first command is pretty obvious: Give your life to Him!
	If you don’t belong to Jesus, everything else is kind of pointless!
	1. Believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.
	2. Repent of your sins – turn away from your past way of life.
	3. Confess Jesus as your Lord (we’ll talk about that next).
	4. Be buried in the waters of baptism and rise up a new creature in Christ.
	5. Live the rest of your life to honor Him.
	BUT once we’ve “signed the contract” to belong to the Kingdom of Christ is that all we have to do?
	No, there’s more that Christ expects of us. There are several commands Jesus makes of us, but there’s ONE COMMAND that Jesus makes that takes precedence over all the rest that Jesus expects of us.
	What is that one command? Is that the command that we should live a Holy and pure life? Well, is that commandment important? Yes it is!
	1 Corinthians 6:9-10 tells us “Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.” But as critical as that commandment is… that’s not THE command.
	Is the main command that we should hold and keep our doctrine pure and undefiled? Well, yes that is a highly important command from Jesus isn’t it?
	1 Timothy 4:16 “Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save both yourself and your hearers.” But again – that is not THE command.
	BUT… there is ONE command that undergirds all the rest! James calls it the ROYAL LAW of the Kingdom. It’s the command that is repeated over and over and over again thru out Scripture and yet it is the most overlooked command of all. Do you know what it is?
	In John 15:12 Jesus said: “THIS IS MY COMMANDMENT, THAT YOU LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED YOU.”
	Now, there is one only one commandment that is greater than this one.
	That commandment is that we LOVE THE LORD OUR GOD WITH ALL HEARTS, SOULS AND MINDS.
	When a Scribe asked Jesus what the GREATEST COMMAND in Scripture was do you remember what Jesus said?
	“The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’
	The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
	There is no other commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:29-31
	Love the Lord your God and your neighbor as yourself.
	Now there are church goers who don’t do that. 	There are church goers who are bitter, hateful and rude. They never forget a slight or an insult.
	You don’t want to go there. It really ANGERS God when supposed Christians slander and say hateful things about others. And when they can’t find it in themselves to forgive others.
	Ephesians 4:30-32 says it this way --“… do not GRIEVE the Holy Spirit of God by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, FORGIVINg one another, as God in Christ forgave you.”
	This is so serious that Jesus drives it home in the Lord’s Prayer:
	“forgive us our trespasses AS we forgive those who trespass against us”
	Did you catch that? We’re to ask God to forgive our sins in the same way we forgive others when they sin against us. And right after Jesus taught His disciples this prayer – just in case they missed what He’d just said in the prayer - we’re told this:
	“… if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But IF YOU DO NOT forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.” Matthew 6:14-15
	This is not optional… it is THE command of your King.
	Without loving one another - living a good life is nothing better than being a good pagan. Pagans can live “decent lives” too.
	And without loving one another – good doctrine is nothing more than being a good Pharisee.
	Pharisees had their doctrine down pat and yet Jesus condemned them.
	So, loving one another lies at the heart of what it means that Jesus is our King and He has the right to be obeyed in this.
	But what does it mean that Jesus is LORD?
	Romans 10:9-10 “… if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is LORD and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.”
	Part of the deal in being saved and becoming a Christian is to confess that Jesus Is Lord. But what does that mean?
	Well, it means HE OWNS YOU. In the days of Jesus, when you called someone your LORD… it meant they owned you. You were the slave, they were the master. Did a slave own anything? Of course not.
	He didn’t own his home/ bed/ food. He didn’t even own the clothes on his back. The Master owned him… and everything that he had.
	When we come to Christ, and we call Him LORD, that’s what we declare. HE OWNS US.
	One more thing – Jesus is KING of Kings and LORD of Lords.
	This is the cool part. It means Jesus has absolute authority over EVERY THING and EVERY ONE. There is no King, there is no Ruler, there is no power that is greater than He is. He is the KING of all kings and the LORD of all lords. When Jesus comes back He alone will reign supreme as King and Lord over ALL the earth.
Close:  Billy Graham was once on a late night show with Johnny Carson, and Carson said to him:
	"You know what Billy, I bet if Jesus ever came back to earth, I bet we'd do him in again!"
	Billy Graham leaned forward in his seat, and said, "In the Bible we read that Jesus predicted that He would return to earth again. The first time He came in love, the next time, He'll come in power -no one will DO Him in!”
	What does that mean? It means that when Jesus comes back… no one will be able to stand against Him. With that said, I think the only sensible thing for anyone to do is pledge allegiance to “The King and Lord of All.”
	There is a prayer on the screen, you can join in it if you wish.
Prayer:  Lord Jesus, King and Lord of all, I pledge my heart, my life, my all, to you, now and always. Thank You for paying my sin-debt and thank You for sending the Holy Spirit to help me stay true to You every day. Amen.



