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Intro: Through the pitch-black night, the captain of ship spots a light dead ahead on a 
collision course with his vessel so he sends a warning : "Change your course ten degrees 
east." 
The light signals back : "Change yours, ten degrees west." 
The captain responds angrily : "I'm a CAPTAIN In the United States Navy! Change your 
course, Sir!" 
"I'm a seaman, second class," comes the reply, "Change your course, Sir." 
Now the captain is furious. "I'm a battleship! I'm not changing course!" 
There's one last reply: "I'm a lighthouse. It's your call." 

As we continue in our sermon series, we're focusing today on "I Am" statement of Jesus: 
"I am the Light of the World." We've been learning that whenever we come face-to-face with 
Jesus, a decision has to be made. We either change course or we'll have a collision 
with Christ. 

There are things about Jesus that defy description. But our job "is not to explain Jesus, 
but to explore Him." Instead of defining Him, it's my prayer that we will discover Him in His 
richness and fullness. 

> I. Light Background. 
"When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, 'I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in 

darkness, but will have the light of life.'" (John 8: 12) I want you to notice that Jesus is not saying 
that He is holding the light, or that He has the light, or that He's the way to the light. 
Instead, He is unequivocally stating, "He is the light." Once we set the context, the text will 
make more sense. Let's begin by looking at the properties of light. 

> 1. Light reveals. Light enables us to see things that were there all along but because of the 
darkness we could not see them. Darkness conceals and light reveals. Without light we can't 
see anything. John 3:21: "But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly 
that what he has done has been done through God " Ephesians 5: 13: "But everything exposed by the light 
becomes visible. " Maybe that's why some people avoid church, they fear Christ's light to shine 
on the way they have been living. 

> 2. Light gives life. Light is necessary for life itself. It sets our biological clocks, triggers in 
our brains the sensations of color, and supplies the energy for things to grow. It is the energy 
ingredient in the photosynthesis process that makes all plants grow. Speaking of Jesus, John 
1:4 states: "In him was life, and that life was the light of men." 

> 3. Light scatters darkness. In Scripture, darkness is often a metaphor for sin, spiritual 
blindness, and death. John 1:5: "The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it." 

> 4. Light gives warmth. Did you know that one small candle, properly reflected, will raise 
the temperature of an igloo from below freezing to over 45 degrees? In the Bible, warmth is 
often equated with the comfort of God. Isaiah 60:20: "Your sun will never set again, and your moon 
will wane no more; the LORD will be your everlasting light. and your days of sorrow will end " Ecclesiastes 
11: 7: "Light is sweet, and it pleases the eyes to see the sun. " 

> s. Light provides guidance. The story is told of a grandfather who took his little grandson 
for a walk in the woods. As they were walking along they stopped and the grandfather asked 
his grandson a question, "Do you know where we are?" The boy looked up and said, "No!" 
Grandpa then asked, "Do you know where we're going?" The boy replied, "No!" The man 
chuckled and said, "Well, I guess you're lost then." The boy smiled at his grandpa and said, 
"No, I'm not lost. I'm with you," 
Psalm 43:3: "Send forth your light and your truth. let them guide me." 

Knowing more about the properties of light can help us understand that as the light of 
the world, Jesus reveals, He gives life, He scatters darkness, He gives warmth, and He 
provides guidance. 

> II. Light in Scripture. 
Let's take a look now at how light is portrayed in Scripture. Those who heard Jesus make 

the startling statement that He is the light of the world, would have had these passages 
running through their minds. 
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· Genesis 1 :3 : "And God said. 'let there be light, ' and there was light. God_saw t~at the light was good, and he 

separated the light from the darkness . .. The first thing God created was light in order to subdue the 

chaos of darkness. 
>· After God appeared to Moses and revealed His name as the "I AM," God did an amazing 

thing. He turned the lights out on the Egyptians, literally. Exodus 10:21-23: "Then the LORD 

said to Moses, 'Stretch out your hand toward the sky so that darkness will spread over Egypt-darkness that can be 

f elt.' So Moses stretched out his hand toward the sky, and total darkness covered all Egypt for three days. No o~e ,, 

could see anyone else or leave his place for three days. Yet all the Israelites had light in the places where they ITVed. 

>· After illuminating the Israelites with an unforgettable display of luminary brightness, God 

then promised to lead His people for forty years with light at night and a smoky cloud during 

the day. They never had to be afraid of the dark because the Shekinah fire of God's holy 

presence was always with them. They didn't need any night-lights because the lights were 

always on! Check this out in Exodus 13:21: "By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to 

guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. 

Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people. " Listen 

carefully. When Jesus declared Himself to be the light of the world, His listeners would be 

shocked to realize that Jesus was equating Himself with the pillar of holy fire. 
>· God is referred to as light in several passages. Here are just a few. Psalm 76:4: "You are 

resplendent with light, more majestic than mountains rich with game. " Ezekiel 1 :4: "/ looked, and I saw a 

windstorm coming out of the north-an immense cloud with flashing lightning and surrounded by brilliant light ... " 1 

John 1:5; "This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no 
darkness at all. " 

>· God's first act recorded in Scripture was to create light and His final creation will be 
splashed with light as His work of redemption is fulfilled. Revelation 21:23-24: "The city does 

not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. The nations 

will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it." Revelation 22:5: "There will 

be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. 

And they will reign forever and ever. " 

When Jesus declares Himself to be the light of the world, we can appreciate more about 

that statement by thinking about the properties of light. Our understanding deepens when we 

survey Scripture and discover that Jesus is both Majesty and Messiah. Now let's narrow in on 

the context in which Jesus made this startling claim. 
> III. Light in Context. 

1. Light in the Gospel of John. The word "light" is used 24x in John's gospel. In the 

prologue to this great book, we read in John 1:9: "The true light that gives light to every 
man was coming into the world. n 

> 2. Context of statement. Before Jesus lifted Himself up as the light of the world, the 
beginning of chapter 8 shows us how He lifted up a person who was living in darkness. Look 

at v. 2: "At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered 
around Him, and he sat down to teach them." Let me pause there to make an observation. As 

the Son of God is sitting in the temple, the sun in the sky is breaking out. And while the sun 

in the sky can provide natural light; only Jesus can reveal whom we really are as He shines 

His grace into our lives. 
While Jesus is instructing people, the teachers of the law and the Pharisees bring a 

woman caught in adultery and try to trap Jesus into saying something wrong. Jesus stoops 

down and begins to write on the ground with his finger. We're not really sure what He wrote 

but some commentators suggest that He illuminated the sins of the self-righteous. When 

their sins are brought into the light they leave. The woman is now left with Jesus, her sins 

exposed and yet she stays in order to have the light of the world bring her healing and 

forgiveness. 
Jesus has embarrassed the Pharisees again but they're not finished. After Jesus declares 

Himself to be the light of the world, they challenge Him throughout chapter 8. It's tough to 

come away from these verses with a warm, fuzzy feeling. The tension is mounting between 

those in the dark and the One who alone is light. When they tried to dim the light, Jesus just 

turned up the wattage. In chapter 9, the light of the world gives sight to one who has been 

blind from birth, which makes the Pharisees even more furious. 
> 3. Wilderness Metaphors. As we learned last week, when Jesus declared Himself to be the 

bread of life in John 6, He did so as the people were remembering the manna that was 
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supplied for 40 years. In John 7, Jesus attends the Feast of Tabernacles. One part of this 
Celebration involved the pouring of water onto the ground, commemorating the water that 
came out of the rock in Numbers 17. While people are watching the water splash on the 
st~nes in the Temple, Jesus stood up and said In a loud voice in John 7:37 : "If anyone is 
t~irsty, let him come to me and drink." And, now in chapter 8, Jesus asserts that He Is the 
hght of the world, hearkening back to the pillar of fire that led God's people in the desert. 
Jesus deliberately associated Himself with these three wilderness images In three 
consecutive chapters in order to establish who He was. He Is the bread of llfe, the water 
of life, and the light of life. 

~hen Jesus used the phrase, "l.lm" to Introduce that He is the light of the world, those 
listening would have been drawn Immediately to this passage In Exodus 3:14 where we read 
that God declared that as His name for Israel. Jesus was once again subtly and yet strongly 
stating His oneness with Yahweh, the God of the Burning Bush. 
Application 

We started broad this morning so that we could narrow in and understand the meaning 
of this metaphor. Keeping in mind the properties of light, the Scriptural survey, the context, 
and the background to the Feast of Tabernacles, let's see if we can both understand and 
apply this verse to our lives. I see five truths that come to light (no pun intended). 

> IV. Five truths that come to light. 
Look again at John 8:12: "When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, 'I am the light of 
the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.'" 
1. Recurrence. The first thing is that "Jesus spoke again" to the people. Aren't you thankful 
that God doesn't just give us one chance? He spoke to both the sexual sinner and the lost 
legalist in the same chapter and was ready to do it again and again and again. Jesus loves to 
give us chances. Researchers tell us today that it takes something like 21 times of exposure 
to the gospel before they respond. That's a lot of seed sowing, witnessing. But we don't have 
unlimited opportunities. At some point it will be too late for you. Twice in this chapter, in 
verse 21 and in verse 24, Jesus tells the Pharisees that they "will die in their sins.NI can't 
think of anything more tragic than that. It's no accident that you're here today. This could be 
your last chance to put your faith in Christ. 

> 2. Revelation. Perhaps you're not sure if Jesus is really who He says He is. I don't know 
what else you could be waiting for. What more evidence do you need? When Jesus said, "I 
am the light," He is claiming to be both God and Savior. He has perfectly fulfilled the 
prophecy found in Isaiah 42:6-7: "/will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people and a 
light for the Gentiles, lo open eyes that are blind, to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those 
who sit in darkness." 

> 3. Redemption. Notice what comes next, "I am the light of the world. Whoever ... " Jesus has 
always been for the whole world. The word "world" occurs only 15 times in the first three 
gospels and 77 times alone in the Gospel of John! We must never lose sight of the 
importance of taking the gospel to the nations. I love that phrase, "whoever." You don't 
have to be from a certain heritage and you don't even need a spiritual pedigree. Anyone can 
come to Him. He died for the sins of everyone. No matter what you've done, you can be 
forgiven. 

Do you need to be forgiven? Don't run away from the light! Come to the light and be 
forgiven .. . and sit down with the bread of life and have your fellowship restored. 
Ill: Moths vs. Cockroaches. MOTHS ARE DRAWN TO THE LIGHT, COCKROACHES FLEE. Which 
will you be today? 

> 4. Response. Salvation is not automatic. It doesn't work by osmosis just because you're in 
church today. It's for whoever "follows." To follow the Lord Jesus means to believe and 
receive. Have you done that yet? John 1: 5 says that by nature we try to extinguish the light 
because it hurts our eyes. The problem with that is we will then walk in darkness. The only 
way to have light is to follow the light. 

> s. Result. It's really your choice. You can live in the light or despair in the dark. You can 
alter your life by accepting what Christ has done for you on the cross or you will eventually 
have a collision with Him. It's your call. 
Conclusion: 
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A boy once heard his Sunday School teacher say that Jesus was the light of the world. 

After class, he went up to his teacher and said "If Jesus really is the light of the world, I wish 

He'd c~me hang out in my house. It's awfully dark where I live." 

. Is rt dark where you live? You can change that by embracing the light of life If you are 

Just _ready to believe and receive. Are you ready to follow? Have you asked Christ to be Y
1

our 

f?rgrver a~d l~ader? Are you a believer but you 've been doing some things in the dark? Its 

time to bnng ,t into the light. 
Prayer 

Lord God, we want to be like moths flying towards the Light, Yes, Jesus the Light of the 

World. May we by our faith shine brightly into the darkness of these days that others also 

may see the light and come to receive and believe in Jesus. In His wonderful name. Amen. 
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