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Our Mission
To develop, implement and nurture an environment of growth in all things through Christ.

A Letter from the President-
Adopt-A-Chap
Thank you Charlie for finding this
article in the LCMS, Reporter.

Evangelism and Outreach
are both noble actions and bring
honor to God. ... The greatest
difference is that evangelism is
primarily a message while
outreach is primarily an action. So
outreach is the act of reaching out.
- The extending of services or
assistance beyond current or usual
limits.

Referring FLC’s Mission,
as defined in the Constitution of
FLC “. . . to foster Christian
fellowship and love, to extend a
helping hand in human need . . .”

Adopt A Chap. No; it’s
not a reference to the informal
British word for a man or boy.
‘Chap’ in this case refers to a
Chaplain, a clergy officially
attached to a branch of the
military.

That is to say; a Chaplain
is an individual who is performing
“double duty” serving both the
Lord and their country.
This individual has a military
service obligation (MSO) which
refers to the total required service
(active duty and reserve
commitments) that an individual
must serve upon accepting an
appointment with a military
service.

With that, comes his
chaplain’s responsibility, too.

Chaplains are commissioned
officers stationed wherever there
are military members, including
combat environments. His
responsibilities include
performing religious rites,
conducting worship services,
providing confidential counseling,
and advising commanders on
religious, spiritual, and moral
matters.

From the Reporter article:
“The Adopt a ‘Chap’ program
connects LCMS congregations
with the Synods Ministry to the
Armed Forces (MAF) by
matching LCMS chaplains with
those who wish to support and
encourage them. No financial
commitment or aide is needed or
expected. The congregation and
the adopted chaplain stay in
regular contact. Congregation
members pray for the chaplain
and his family, and in turn, learn
about his specialized ministry in
the military context.”

Simply put, our
congregation supports a chaplain
throughout their ministry by
connecting with them and praying
for them by extending a helping
hand and love in human need.

Charlie presented the idea
of adopting a chaplain at our
church council meeting as part of
FLC’s outreach ministries and we
unanimously agreed to participate
in the Synod's Ministry to the
Armed Forces (MAF) program.

With that, Charlie contacted MAF
and he immediately got a
response. They have a chaplain
that is currently in the process of
leaving for a 1-year
unaccompanied deployment.
“Unaccompanied”, separated
from family and relatives - loved
ones! Military deployment is
movement of armed forces and
their logistical support
infrastructure (generally) from a
Military Service Member's home
station to somewhere outside the
continental U.S. and its territories.

I was not in the military,
like Charlie, however, I was
deployed to Atlanta and Dallas for
9 months for the company I
worked for. Like Charlie’s
experience, I too am fully aware
of the issues that arise with a
prolonged separation from home.

I’m so grateful to Charlie
for sharing with us this
opportunity and this new
adventure to share FLC’s
commitment “to foster Christian
fellowship and love.” I
personally look forward to being
connected to a ‘Chap’ and ask for
your support, as well.

Joseph Johnson,
FLC President

Edit: our ‘Chap’ is
Captain Jonathan

Lorenz
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ANSWERSINGENESIS.ORG
43% of Millennials “Don’t

Know, Care, or Believe God
Exists”

According to this new
survey, a shocking 43% of
American Millennials (identified
in this survey as those born
between 1984–2002) “don’t
know, care, or believe God
exists.”

A massive generational
change has occurred in America,
and we’re feeling the effects of
this upheaval. I’ve been warning
that this is coming for decades,
and it’s certainly here (and with
no sign it’s slowing down!). What
do I mean? Well, consider the
results of the American
Worldview Inventory 2021, a
survey conducted by the Cultural
Research Center at Arizona
Christian University—it perfectly
highlights this sad generational
shift.

According to this new
survey, a shocking 43% of
American Millennials (identified
in this survey as those born
between 1984–2002) “don’t
know, care, or believe God
exists.” Less than half (48%) hold
to the “Golden Rule” of “treat
others as you want them to treat
you,” while nearly 4 in 10 (38%)
give the green light to revenge,
saying “you try to get even with
people who have wronged you.”
Many Millennials believe “an

abortion performed to reduce
personal economic or emotional
discomfort” and “premarital sex
with someone expected to be their
future spouse” are “morally
acceptable.” All of these beliefs
are in sharp contrast to those held
by previous generations.
So, what is the dominant
worldview of the younger
generations? Dr. George Barna,
the respected researcher behind
this new survey, says the
dominant worldview of our day is
syncretism (i.e., a blend of a
variety of religions and beliefs),
leaning heavily on the worldview
of Moral Therapeutic Deism.
What is MTD? Well, it can be
summarized with these key
beliefs:
- God remains distant from
people’s lives.
- People are supposed to be good
to each other (i.e., moral).
- The universal purpose of life is
being happy and feeling good
about oneself.
- There are no absolute moral
truths.
- God allows “good people” into
heaven.
- God places very limited
demands on people.

That certainly sounds like
what the majority of people in the
US believe today (particularly the
younger generations). As the
study mentioned above found,
Millennials are “far more likely”
than other generations to:
- Define success in life as
happiness, personal freedom, or
productivity without oppression
- Consider an abortion performed
to reduce personal economic or

emotional discomfort to be
morally acceptable
- Consider premarital sex with
someone expected to be their
future spouse to be morally
acceptable
- Deem reincarnation a real
possibility
- Be liberal regarding fiscal and
social policies
- Champion liberal theology
- Be among the “Don’ts”—people
who either do not know if God
exists, do not believe that He
exists, or do not care if He exists
It’s all about being “happy” and
feeling good—there’s no room for
sin, God’s wrath, biblical justice,
absolutes, personal responsibility,
self-sacrifice, tolerance for others
(love for enemies), or
uncompromising biblical truth in
a worldview that’s all about me,
what I think, and what makes me
feel good in the here and now.

In other words, as I’ve
said many times before, these
younger generations aren’t
irreligious or neutral about
worldviews. They have a
religion—it’s a religion of their
own making as they act as their
own gods. It’s man’s word as the
authority. It’s secularism, where
man is the authority and decides
truth. Such a worldview may
borrow morality, or other truths
like the existence of God, from
the Bible, but it is distinctly
un-Christian. It’s based on the
sand of man’s opinion, grabbing
elements from a variety of
different “religious traditions,”
not on the unchanging rock of
God’s Word.

This worldview is
radically changing the West
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because ideas have consequences.
And ideas based in sinful, fallible
man’s opinions will have deadly
consequences. History bears that
out and modern generations won’t
be an exception.

So, what’s the church to
do in light of the seismic shift in
the culture? Well, what the true
church has always done
throughout history: believe and
obey God’s Word, preach the
gospel, and refuse to water down
truth to accommodate a dark
world that hates the light of
Christ. How can we do that? Well,
it starts with each individual
Christian committing to knowing,
believing, defending, and
proclaiming God’s Word. And
then teaching others to do the
same. We must:
- Contend for the faith. The faith
was once for all delivered to the
saints, as Jude reminds us (Jude
1:3). There isn’t a different
“progressive” faith, syncretized
from a bunch of religions and our
personal experiences, for the 21st
Century. We aren’t somehow
more enlightened than past
Christians. We need the Word of
God—the only infallible
revelation from God—to build a
proper worldview and know the
truth that sets us free. Those who
know and love Christ and his
Word must earnestly contend for
the faith amidst false teachers and
an apathetic culture that lazily
accepts their own ideas as truth
rather than doing the hard work of
rightly dividing the Word of truth.
- Always be ready to give an
answer (1 Peter 3:15). Our culture
asks hard questions about the
truth of God’s Word, the reality of

the gospel message, and the
authority of the Scriptures. We
must be ready with answers for
the precious hope we have in
Christ alone. We must demolish
arguments that set themselves up
against the knowledge of God (2
Corinthians 10:5). Really, this
means we must be equipped with
apologetics. And the first line of
defense for our faith is knowledge
of the Word of God. Read your
Bible. Read it to your kids as a
family. Nothing can replace time
in—and with—the Word of God.
It alone is living and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword
(Hebrews 4:12). And as you read
and study the Word, accompany
your study with good apologetics
resources (such as those we offer
at Answers in Genesis). Make
sure your children and
grandchildren are reading God’s
Word and solid apologetics
resources.
- Thoroughly understand the
gospel message. Many
“Christians” today have a gospel
of self-help, prosperity, or vague
morality. The Jesus of their own
making is there to help them,
make them feel good, or give
them the moral high ground over
others. That is not the biblical
gospel—and it doesn’t save! The
biblical gospel is so much better,
deeper, and richer. The biblical
gospel is that Jesus came to save
sinners (Matthew 1:21; 1 Timothy
1:15). He didn’t come to end
oppression, poverty, or injustice
(though he will do all that in his
second coming); as the Gospels
and the rest of the New Testament
make clear, he came to seek and
save the lost (Luke 19:10). He

came to die as a ransom for our
sin (1 John 2:2)—a substitute in
the place of sinners (and all of us
are sinners, Romans 3:23). Then
he rose from the grave,
triumphing over death and sin. He
now freely offers forgiveness and
new life for eternity to all who
will recognize their need of him,
turn from their sin, and trust alone
in Christ for salvation. With so
many false gospels and cheap
versions of Christianity out there,
it’s essential we have a deep,
well-grounded knowledge of the
biblical gospel message.

It’s the Word of God that
anchors us to truth, no matter the
generation or what’s currently
rocking this broken world. Let us
remain steadfast, holding to Christ
and his Word, and boldly sharing
the gospel and biblical truth with
a world that desperately needs to
let go of its false ideologies and
turn to the only true foundation
that will last the test of time: the
very Word of God.

This will help you better
understand the spiritual warfare
taking place… and it should drive
you to prayer.....
JOY, C�a

”Let’s
take a stroll down memory lane
shall we….

On June 19, 1865 an
announcement was made that
changed history— American
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history. A combination of the
words “June” and “19th” —
Juneteenth commemorates the
announcement of emancipation of
enslaved people in Texas on June
19, 1865, two and a half years
after the Emancipation
Proclamation was signed by then
President Abraham Lincoln—a
Republican. Juneteenth is the
oldest known celebration
commemorating the ending of
slavery in the United States.
Dating back to 1865, it was on
June 19th that the Union soldiers,
led by Major General Gordon
Granger, landed at Galveston,
Texas with news that the war had
ended and that the enslaved were
now free. This was two and a half
years after Republican President
Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation — which became
official January 1, 1863. The
Emancipation Proclamation had
little impact on the Texans due to
the minimal number of Union
troops to enforce the new
Executive Order. However, with
the surrender of General Lee in
April of 1865, and the arrival of
General Gordon Granger’s
regiment, the forces were finally
strong enough to influence and
overcome resistance from the
Democrats running the state. It is
important to note, General
Granger was a Republican who
also believed black Americans
should not be enslaved. Many
black men were fighting along the

same lines as the General and
showed solidarity for the Union.
The Emancipation Proclamation
is significant because it legally
ended slavery in the United
States. On September 22, 1862,
President Abraham Lincoln issued
the preliminary Emancipation
Proclamation, which declared that
as of January 1, 1863, all enslaved
people in the states currently
engaged in rebellion against the
Union “shall be then,
thenceforward, and forever free.”
Did you notice that? ALL
enslaved people means ALL and
those that were enslaved in the
states, not the UNITED states.
Why is this significant? Because
at the time President Abraham
Lincoln signed the Emancipation
Proclamation, there was a Civil
War going on. What was this war
about? It stemmed from a struggle
to preserve the Union then shifted
to ending slavery, and set a
decisive course for how the nation
would be reshaped after that
historic conflict. (please study the
civil war in order to properly
learn which side were freed
blacks on) Lincoln didn’t actually
free any of the approximately 4
million men, women and children
held in slavery in the United
States when he signed the formal
Emancipation Proclamation the
following January. The document
applied only to enslaved people in
the Confederacy, and not to those
in the border states that remained

loyal to the Union. Most people
do not know but President
Lincoln despised slavery. He
personally hated slavery, and
considered it immoral. In his
famous speech in Peoria, Illinois
in 1854 he said,
“If the negro is a man, why then
my ancient faith teaches me that
‘all men are created equal;’ and
that there can be no moral right
in connection with one man’s
making a slave of another.”
~President Abraham Lincoln
speech in Peoria, Illinois, in
1854.
Lincoln didn’t believe the
Constitution gave the federal
government the power to abolish
slavery in the states where it
already existed, only to prevent its
establishment to new western
territories that would eventually
become states. In his first
inaugural address in early 1861,
he declared that he had “no
purpose, directly or indirectly, to
interfere with slavery in the States
where it exists.” By that time,
however, seven Southern states
had already seceded from the
Union, forming the Confederate
States of America and setting the
stage for the Civil War….”
Excerpt from Ciara Leilani’s
Juneteenth article.
Submitted by Joe Johnson
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Birthday blessings

3. Laura Tomac

15. Ardy Schacht

29. Ardell Smith

30. Gigi Neal

COUNCIL NOTES
Average Attendance 39

79  communed.

A split unit will be added to

cool the office area.

Events

4.  Ice cream social 8 pm

5. Church council 6 pm

6. Teen Group 3-5 pm

9. Men’s Breakfast 7 am

20. Teen Group 3-5 pm

Get to Know
☆Tom and Jimmie Palya ☆

Tom and Jimmie have
been attending Faith for about
10 years now. They are a busy
couple who are constantly on
the go. Except for on Sundays.
In the Palya household,
Sundays are for relaxing either
watching sports or taking a nice
nap.

They spent many years
traveling all over and enjoyed
going to the art shows on ships
when they went on cruises.

A piece of advice from
Jimmie is don’t put things off
because tomorrow and health
are not guaranteed.

One of the things Tom is
passionate about is saving the
tabs from soda cans to help
fund dialysis treatments for
people. The tabs from the soda
cans are higher quality than the
can itself and are fairly heavy.
They are recycled and with the
money, people are able to
receive dialysis treatments for
free.

Jimmie is currently taking
classes to learn how to use a
tablet and is excited to learn
more about how they work.
She is also interested in
learning more biblical truths.

Fourth of July
Ice Cream Social

8pm
Fireworks to begin around

9:15pm. Bring a chair to sit
on the lawn and watch.

Faith Lutheran Church

www.faithlutheran.info

Worship Service
8am Sunday

Communion: 2nd & 4th
Sundays

Learning Center
Mondays, Tuesdays &

Wednesdays 7:45am-2pm

Bible study
Wednesday 6pm

Contact Phone Numbers

President Joe Johnson
775-463-5675

Secretary Gigi Neal
775-741-3166

Charles Hicks
Head Elder

775-224-1792

Steve Tomac
Elder

775-750-1579

Sarah Weishaar
DCE

831-320-2686
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