
Series:  Stand Up For Jesus! #6
Daniel 6:1-28; Hebrews 10:19-25; Matt. 10:28-33; Ps. 16		Nov. 18, 2018
Summary: Daniel in the Lions' Den has been called "one of the best loved stories in the Bible." But have you ever thought that God had a message in the story that could change your life?
ILLUS: A 1st-grader stood in front of his classroom to make a speech about "What he wanted to be when he grew up." He stood up in front of the class and said, "I’m going to be a lion tamer and have lots of fierce lions. I’ll walk into the cage and they will roar… and they’ll roar… and they’ll…" And suddenly it occurred to him what he was saying… and he STOPPED, and he said, …."But of course, I’ll have my mommy with me."
	Now, why did that little boy suddenly decide he wanted his mommy with him? Because being surrounded by fierce roaring lions is pretty scary. In fact it was downright dangerous.
	Back in 1898 two male lions stalked a Railroad construction crew in Uganda and were believed to have killed about 135 victims. Then in 1932 a pride of lions went on a killing spree that left 1500 men, women and children dead. Lions are dangerous animals.
	Now Lions don’t ordinarily kill PEOPLE, but if there’s nothing else to eat… they WILL eat you. In Babylon the King apparently kept a few lions around to do just that. If somebody angered him… the offending parties became the main course and the menu.
	Now KIDS love this story. It has everything. Danger, adventure, suspense… and a really cool ending. In fact, one source called this “One of the best loved stories in the Bible.”
	That’s nice. But the question is… WHY? Why is this even a story in the Bible? Why did God put it here for us to read? I ask that kind of question every time I prepare a sermon to preach on Sunday: Why is this story important to me?
	First – this story about the Lion’s Den was a story about weakness.
	Hebrews 11:33-34 talks about those “who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions… (and) out of weakness were made strong…”	REALLY?
	Then in 2 Corinthians 12:9 God tells Paul “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness….”
	Without Jesus we’re weak. We need Jesus or we’ll accomplish nothing of any lasting value. No matter how important you may be, no matter how rich, how well connected, how famous… you have nothing of value without Jesus. We’re weak. We need Him.
	Now, think about this - in this story Daniel’s an old man. He’s probably in his late 70s or 80s. He’s well-respected and highly honored by the King… but he’s no spring chicken anymore. And his enemies believe that he’s just a doddering old fool they can easily destroy. All they need do is find a chink in his armor and he’ll fold up like a cheap suit. He’s an old man. He’ll never stand up against the criticism. They’re jealous of the respect he has in the King’s court and they think any guy that’s been in government as long as Daniel has gotta be corrupt. So they go digging for dirt… but there isn’t any!
• No Sexual Immorality
• No Embezzlement
• Bi Betrayal
• No Palace Intrigue
	There’s nothing!!! You can’t touch this guy. Daniel is an honest and blameless man. Don’t you wish we had all Daniels in government today!?!
	As Daniel 6:4 tell us “(They) sought to find a ground for complaint against Daniel with regard to the kingdom, but they could find no ground for complaint or any fault, because he was faithful, and no error or fault was found in him.”  	Well bummer.
	So they get to thinking… what can we do to take this guy down? I mean – he’s such a religious guy that he refuses to be corrupted. He’d never do anything to offend his… 
	Wait a minute! That’s what we’ll do. We’ll attack his faith in his God!!!
	Daniel 6:5 “Then these men said, ‘We shall not find any ground for complaint against this Daniel unless we find it in connection with the law of his God.’”
	That’s his Achilles heel! The man is unswervingly religious. That’s His Weakness!
	You know, that’s how worldly people view us. They look at our commitment to Christ and they mock us. What fools to place their faith in something they can’t see. They view us as weak and vulnerable.
	Now, my point is this: because of your faith, many in the world will always look on you as weak, ignorant and vulnerable. They’ll laugh at you. They’ll ridicule you and make fun of you. They’ll talk about you behind your back. And they’ll do all that because they see your faith… as weakness.
	But the reason this is a Bible Story about the Lion’s Den is that it’s a story that can change your life? The truth is that Daniel’s faith was HIS strength. His faith was why he stood strong. His faith was why he survived the hatred of his enemies.
	That’s why Hebrews 11:33-34 tells us about those “who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions… (and) out of weakness were made strong…”
	That’s why God told Paul in 2 Corinthians12:9 “My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness….”
	Just like Daniel… our STRENGTH comes from our faith in God. And it’s out of our weakness that (thru Him) we are made strong. It’s in our weakness that God’s strength becomes perfect
	So, the 1st thing we see in this story is our weakness… and God’s strength.
	The 2nd thing we see is the power of COURAGE. As one person noted: “Courage does not consist in feeling no fear, but in conquering fear. He is the hero who - seeing the lions on either side - goes straight on, because that is where his duty lies.”
	Lions are fierce and dangerous animals. Anyone who is willing to face them is either foolish or courageous
	In the ancient Near Eastern world Kings kept lions for sport. They loved to battle lions to prove their courage and manhood. They believed their courage was shown in their ability to kill these mighty beasts.
	But Daniel was in his late 70s or 80s. He’s not a mighty warrior… he’s not going to kill any lions. If he’d ever battled a lion… that day is long since gone. Now he’s just a defenseless old man facing certain death.
	But in spite of that, Daniel is seen here as a man of courage and faith. He calls forth to Darius: “My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no harm.” Daniel 6:22
	King Darius didn’t sleep at all - all night long. But Daniel was a different story. In my mind’s eye I can picture Daniel stepping into the Den of Lion’s… and there’s God. And I can see God putting His hand on Daniel’s shoulder and saying “It’s OK. I’ve got this. You’re going to be OK. And by the way – let me introduce you to the angel that’s going to be keeping you company tonight.”
	Now Angels are powerful creatures. Scripture tells us that one angel took out 185,000 enemy soldiers in a single night. So, they’re not beings that you really want to mess with. This angel’s job – all night long – is shut the mouths of lions so that Daniel is safe. And I can picture Daniel just laying down in that Den and sleeping as soundly as if he was in his own bed.
	Psalm 127:2 tells us God “… giveth his beloved sleep.” What’s that mean? It means that we don’t have to stay up nights worrying if we’re His children. He’s got us covered and we close our eyes and sleep because we know “who holds tomorrow.”
	Daniel slept because he knew he wasn’t in danger. God was there with him. He was behaving kind of like that little boy who knew he’d have courage in a cage filled with fierce roaring lions BECAUSE he’d be safe if his mommy was there with him.
	It’s like God had told his people in Deuteronomy: “Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the LORD your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.” Deuteronomy 31:6
	Now why would Daniel’s God not leave him, or forsake him? Well, because Daniel refused to leave or forsake his God.
	Daniel 6:10 “When Daniel knew that the document had been signed (making it illegal to make a petition to any god or man for thirty days), he went to his house where he had WINDOWS in his upper chamber OPEN toward Jerusalem. He got down on his knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he had done previously.”
	Now, did Daniel know of the command that he was not to pray? Of course he did! But in spite of the law, Daniel DELIBERATELY went right up to his room. He deliberately left his windows OPEN and deliberately gets down on his KNEES.
	Now you do realize, you don’t need to get down on your knees to pray. You can pray with hands stretched out to heaven, you can pray laying down on the floor, you can bow your head in prayer… or you could just close your eyes and pray. Now, Daniel could have been subtle about it. He could have just closed his eyes and pretended to be resting.
(PAUSE – speak like one of Daniel’s enemies) “Hey Daniel, you praying?”
(Daniel) “Nope… just resting my eyes!”
	Nooo. Daniel didn’t do anything like that. He went through all that he did so that there would be no mistaking the fact he was praying. He was boldly declaring that he loved God too much to dishonor him by turning away from his God in fear of what others would do to him. He makes it very clear to anyone who cares to look HE WILL pray to God no matter what the cost.
	Jesus said: “do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. So everyone who ACKNOWLEDGES me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever DENIES me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.” Matthew 10:28-33
	Never be afraid to stand up for God. Because when you do… God notices. God is watching to see if you have enough faith to put Him first in a world that is often hostile to our faith.
	One last thing about this story that can change your life: when you stand up for Him, God just might let you change the world around you. Notice what God did thru Daniel when Daniel was willing to stand up for Him. God didn’t just stop the mouths of the lions and take vengeance on Daniel’s enemies… God also changed Daniel’s world:
	“Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of every language in all the earth: “May you prosper greatly! “I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of Daniel. “For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end. He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.”  Daniel 6:25-27
[bookmark: _GoBack]CLOSE: As I reflect on this story of faith and courage, I can’t help but be reminded again of the Catholic Priest named Martin Luther who 500 years ago stood up to the powers of his day, in the face of certain death, already declared a heretic he faced being burned alive because he taught that forgiveness of sin was free. Because Luther stood up for God he eventually laid the groundwork for breaking the stranglehold that Rome had on the Christian faith and laid the foundation for us to be able to read our Bibles in our language and obey God according to His will and not man’s ideas.
	This One Story Can Change Your Life… if it convinces you to stand up for Jesus. If you have the courage to stand up for Jesus. If you have the courage to make your way forward in faith even when surrounded by lions on every side. THEN God will allow you to change the world. Maybe not the whole world… but at least in your world.
Let us pray:  
Lord God, increase our faith to a boldness like that of Daniel, and Luther, and all those heroes of faith, that we might be of great use to You in expanding Your Kingdom of Grace, right here in our place. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
